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THE!ILLUSTRATED .AMERICAN.

(An editorinl eriticism on the significant story of ‘“I'he Lnst Buttle' nnd lts suggestive
ilustention.)

The reader of My, Percy Hart's, pro-
phetle droam, entitled "I'he Lant Bat-
le," will doulitless put his flyst com-
ments ‘in the form of two querles:
Could the extinction of war: be com-
passed In such o fashlon? And could
n death-grapple of the world's fleets
resilt In guch absolute annihilation?

On agcount of the Importance of the
theme, both the story and the illustra-
tlon have been gubmitted . Lo expert
oritioism. ©fMcera of high rank In the
naval gervice have passéd detalled
Judgment on both.
cIndesd, It 1a only fair to say that the
remarkable double-page picture of the
battle which is published In thls lssue
of ithe Ilustrated American was drawn
by our artist while aboard the fagship
New York, during the recent Charles-
ton maneuvers, and under the frequent
lcrutiny and criticlsm of the officers
ot the fleet. R

Artlcle 236 of the United States Navy
Regulatlons forblds ' the quoting of
these opinlons, but the general tenor
of them may be glven in a fow para-
grapha,

Whatever - the reply to thes sacond
query, there can be little doubt as to
the first, Already peace principles are
in the agcendant, and quarrels which a
generation back wonld have burst out
with blood and fire are now smoothed
down by arbitration, In view of the
appalling destructivencss of modern
war, & death-grapple of the nations

Al the two lineg came within runge the
battle would bhegin, and each ship
steer for its chosen - opponent. Aa the
two 'linea actunlly -met and passed
through each other the terriflc bom-
bardment at .cloge -quarters would
doubtless send muany ships to ‘the bot-
tom,

The -steel iturrets ‘wre onpable of (fe-
flecting the heaviest shots that sirike
them at an angle; but there Is always
chance of one of these gigantic A8-inch
shells coming ‘aboard with o down-

ward rake that no armor.ever inventell

could withatand and Qlterally ripping
out the victm's vitals or firlng her
magagine. Moreover, here and ‘there
a torpedo, gent stealthily under the
waves, would resch it olm, end a
firgt-clags battleshlp wounld go ‘down
before this unseen but irresistible op-
ponent. And the blind crunching of
the relemtless .ram wonlll account for
others,

The remalnder would pass on. The
majority. of these would'turn to repeat
the maneuver from the opposite di-
rection, But some,:though still able to
fioat, would be:'too much shattered to
fight. Thelr steering-gear might be so
damaged that they could not turn
about, Or they might have to drift off
helplessly out of the magistrom of
ruln, the sport of wind and currant,
A few days' tinkering would repair
some of thede go far that they would be

able to rench:port. And the world

We ave Justified in régardiag this u‘
a faithtul representation of what might
take place, No anclent battle woukl
show any surh wholbsale destruction,
Here are huge ships plunging to the
bottom or blown in fragments to the
skios, Bach contalng more souls than
un average village. Besldes the Aght-
lug men, who have the madoess of bat-
tle to merve them for their fate, there

|{mre swarmsa of workers, who have no

such dellrium to help them endure the
terror and tho suspense as they tend
the vast machinery In the roaring hell
of the ship's bowels, For them, when
the blow falls, there 18 no escape. They
go down i= their lron dungeons with-
out even & last look at the Hght of
henvan,

There I8 a daunting horror about all
this which none of the most vivid
tales of anclent war can mateh, It
would not be dificult to show that In
& Iand engagement the destructiveness
of the modern machine-guns would
provide a falr paranllel, mowing down
battatlons and annihilating whole di-
viglong In a way that would make Wa-
terloo and Gettysburg seem like play.

One cannot doubt that only & few
episades of even a fiftleth part the hor-
rorof the one described would be need-

|| el 'to make the world rise up and cry,

"“There shall be no more war!"

Slsop,

‘The composura of mind which it Is
desirable to secure as o harbinger of
sleep 18 promoted by allowing time,
before retiring to rest, for the subsi-
dence of all enforeed mental activity.
There should be at least an hour's
interval between work, no matter what
{t may be, and gleop, for If work be
pushetl up to the last moment, slesp
will be driven away, or will be, In Ita
first and most preclous stages, broken
and unrefreshing, To turn resolute-
% from work at a fixed hour and plunge
for a little time into & novel or a news-
paper, a game or musie, will ofton
make a.l the Ulerence between n bod

and a good night's rest, Posltion

DOG BREAKS UP A HOME.

Womnn Makes Yrouble by Getting Rid
of a Mousehald Fat.

There 18 great trouble in an Ann Ar-
bor family over a dog—a miserable cur
of no pedigres or usefulness, says the
Cleveland Plaln Dealer. The hend of
the hongehold hns always been a great
loyer of dogs of all kinds and alzes
and about two weeks ago he cnme home
from work one night with a mongrel
under hig arm that was half blnck-and-
tan and half plain dog. He showed
great love for the brute from the in-
atant his eyes Nrst lghted on Its lep-
rovis<looking form, but, as might be
Imngined, that love wus not shured by
the other membera of the man's family
—that Is, by & daughter, & =on and a
wife, The fether would have It that
tha dog should sleep in the house, the
wife disagreed with him and a ruction
Immediately followed. However, for
two weeks the woman put up with the
innocent anlrenl but could stand It no
longer., One day, when the father and
master of the house was out of town,
the woman gave the brute Into the
hands of a nelghboring butcher, who
agreed to put the animal ant of the
way for o neminal price. Thix he did,
but what had been a happy home beg-
gary deseription, When the [ather re-
turned from work that fatal night he
wanted hiy dog, and when his dog was
not fortheotaing he set up 4 mighty
how!l, suying he would exterminate
the entire family If Fido did not put
in an appearance before breakfast, But
Fido didn't whereupon the man waxed
more wroth and swore that such things
conld not be in his house, He grow
angrier and angrier as the following
dny wore on and when night came he
was in condition bordering on insanity,
Hila wife became frightened and his son
and daughter, in order to aveld the
progpective trouble;, sald they would
pot live in o home that fostered such
o father. But the father would not bhe
appeaged, and, hig temper finally gets

ting the better of him, he ordered his
gon and davghter out of the house slm-
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Jwould result jn such stupendous catas-
trophes that the world would surély be
shocked Into lasting peace. This end
might be galned by such a battle as
Mr, Hart describes, whether the re-
ulting annihllation were complets.or
enly partlal.

As to the second query, experts dif-
fered. The majority held that annihi-
lation, mutual and utter, would be but
& logical result of the collision of such
vast destructive forces,

A fighting-machine like the United
States ship Indiana explodes about for-
ty thousand pounds of powder every
five minutes, under conditions produc-
tive of the most deadly effect. She can
throw over two hundred shots a min-
ute. Some of these shots, from her 13-
inch and 8-inch guns, are each one ca-
pable of sinking an opponent miles
away, if lucky enough to reach a vital
part. At closa quarters two such an-
tagoniste would be like two duelists
knee to knee, emch with his pistol at
the other's heart,

A high saval authority suggested
that there would surely be aurvivors
from ‘“‘the last batile” but that they
would probably be so crippled that
ghey could never make port.

At the opposite extreme wae the
view of an experlenced officer, who
held that the difference between an-
¢lent and modern war Is much exag-
gerated. Between blg guns at long
range and bludgeons hand-to-hand
there would be about the difference
which Individual courage always
makes, There would be some to fight
and some to run away, now as in the
brave days of old. And there would
be no more approach to annihilation
than (2 any other of the woild's great
battles,

The middle view, and perhapsg the
most plausible one, was supported by
many who were very competent to
ppeak. The gist of It Is as follows:

The shipe In each line<of-battle would
be about eight hundred yards apert,

would not be left in utter Ignorance of

tha detnlls of “the last battle"”

Mr, Russell's drawing shows what
might take place in the second meles,
when the ships, having once passed
through, havea turned and rushed again
to the encounter, In the left-hand cor-
ner of the pleture a white ship has
been rammed by her black opponent.
But she has recelved the blow so far
aft that her floating power may con-
celvably survive. Her adversary, how-
ever, |s Inevitably doomed, for she {8
taking the fire of the white ship's 13-
Inch turret-guns directly into her vitals,
Nothing afloat could meet that buffet
and live,

In the right-hand worner is a ship
stlll fighting her guns, but stationary
and ruinously erippled. The white ship
with a huge hole in her #ide hag been
plarced by a shell which bhas exploded
after enlering. The ship with the bat-
tered noge has been atruck by shell and
afterward rammed in the same spot.
The long, black ship on the left, in the
middle distance, fs one of the reserve
line, She has crept in nnobserved and
uncpposed, and every gun lg dealing
out destruction.

Every ship which has lived through
the firet melee I8, of course, riddled like
a tin cap, so far as her unarmored por-
tions are concerned. Bmoke-stacks,
superstrueture, military masts, the
framework of bow and stern—all that
makes her look like a ship—may be
shot away; but while her armored vi-
tals are not plerced she will float, and
while her turrets—16 Inches of tem-
pered steel—are not shattered she can
fight.

Thus It comea that certain shipn in
the plcture, which look as if they
should be foundering, are still doing
deadly work In the battle.

The plcture, as a4 whole, may be tak-
en as a refutation of the views of those
eritics who would maks lttle of the
difference between apolant apd modem
war,

when In bed Is a very lmportant fae-
tor In the production of sleep. Wog-
lishmen traveling on the continent are
sometimes puzzied and distressed by
ingomnla, until they discover that
their ‘bodles, propped by enormous,
square pillows, are at o much greater
angle to the plane of the hed than that
in which they are accustomed to re-
pose at home. The substitution of a
+wmall pillow for the large one soon
digposes of their wakefulness. And
%0 with children, The position In
which they are placed when put to bed
should be carvefully attended to, us
nightly variations in this muay at (least
poatpone the advent of sleep, which Is
%0 eassentisl to the welfare of the grow-
ing brains. Very little things serve
sametimes to Induce sleep, Thus, the
mane turning .of a pillow and the appli-
cation of its dold surface to the head
and face will, on oceaslon, prove the
turning paint In a struggle with
#leeplessnesy,

Muts Locked for Safety.

A Waterbury (Conn.) genlus has had
his hat stolen or “exchanged” so often
that he set his wits at work and has
evoived a hat rack for hotels or other
somi-public places which effectively
prevents theft. It eonsista of an oak
cahinet, with brass mountings, simi-
lar to the hat-rack used in large ho-
tels, except that there (s a separate
compartment for each hat. When a
person comes into the hotel he places
his hat in one of the tompartments
and pulls down in front of it a slde
glmilar to that of a roller-top desk,
This releases the key, which {8 other-
wise fastened In the lock, and he puts
it In his pocket. On leaving the hotel
he unlocks his hat, the slide springs
up te ity place again and “there wyou
mn

Greeca 1s & Mttle larger than one-halt

ply because they did not agres with him
that thelr mother was a termagnnt for
having made away with the dog. Now
the young man Is living away from
home and the daughter is doing houge-
work im an Ann Arbor family. The
wife continues to bear the burden of
her husband's temper, but with her
there s talk of a divorce. And during
all this the dog sleeps on under a
motind in the butcher's back yard,

Wine In Paper.

The biggest item of incidental loss
in ovean traffic during the stormy sea-
sons of the year |s that of beeakage In
the wine slores, No matter how se-
aurely the botties are fixed in the bins
a particularly heavy sea striking the
ship In & certain spot or continued roll-
ing and pitching will caunse great lous
in costly wines that wers never in-
tended to wash the floor or the walls.
A French firm Is going to do away with
this old-time source of annoyance and
complaint. After years of cxperiment-
ing It hia aucceeded In manufacturing
a papar bottle which will not break and
which has the advantages of the ordin.-
ary glaas bottle. In the home, too, such
bottles would be highly appreclated.—
Pittsburg Dispatch.

Lifted by Kites.

Milltary officers are interested in the
experiments of Lieutenant Wise, at
Governor's Island In New York harbor,
io determina the value of kites as a
means of getting an elevated point of
view from which to observe the oper-
ations of an enemy In the field. By om-
ploying four large kites of a pecullar
pattern, the united pulllng power of
which was 400 pounds, when Lhe wind
blew 16 miles an hour, Licutenant Wise
recerdly had himself lifted, with a ring
and tackie attached to the kite rope,
to a helght of about 40 feet from the
ground, and thera be remained for some
time, leisurely examining the surround-
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Y acqunintanos
with the De Morta
had bean a Drief
one. They had nl-
ways heen o family
little known in mo-
glety, and thelr
residence  in  the
stately park hall
made thelr rela-
tlonship even more
wtrange with the
than might other-
They never at-

outside world

wise have been,
tended any balls, and wero uel-
dom sesn nt the theaters, In [act they
seomed to live In o little world of thelr
own, and cared but little for their fel-
lowmen. They had lived in thelr ob-
scure home for many generations buok,
and the hall was one of the oldest In
that community, In fact, It can be
truthtully sald that they wore little
known In that clty—Philadelphia,

At the time my story starth I was
working In a large wholesals produce
house In a dark lttle street in the
north balf of Philndelphia, I had been
there for some time in the capacity of
shipping clerk. Among my fellow-
workmen was & young fellow sbout
my own age whose pame was Harry
Smith, & jolly sort of a chap who seem.
od to nlways have a good time, Harry
and myself were among the favored, or
forlunate, few, who had to work only
elght hours a day.

It was one Saturday evening, just as
1 was preparing to depart, that Harry
cume up to me and ssked what I had
to do that evening,

I anawered, “nothing."

“Well, l.han." sald Harry, “whal's the
matter with having a lttle fun this
evening "

“In what way?" sald I.

“We bavp an Invitation to attend &
seance at the De Morts," be an-
swered,

“Well, now,” sald I a8 I drew my
cont on, “If yon tell me who tha De
Morts are and what thelr seance s,
maybe I'll go."

“The Da Morts arve friends of mine,"
he sadd, “and farther than that I'H teil
you nothing,"

I agked mo more questions, but
ngreed to be rendy at 7:80 that evening

and go with Harry to his felend’s resl-
dence,
My rooms were in & small lodging

house about n guarter of n mile from
my plage of employment, and as |1
willted home T could not help mutter-
Ing to mygelf, “De Mort, De Mort."

Finally o llght seemed to flnah neross
my mind. Yes, Indeed, I knew who
they were. 1 rememberad, too, that
Harry had Introduced me to az Albert
D. Mort some thres or four months bo-
fore, and that I had mel one or Lwo
others of the family, hut what he could
mean by a seancs; [ ecould not compre-
hend. T did not Jot the matter trouble
me much, however, and 1t did not tnke
me a grent while to eat my supper and
change my sult for a better one, Soon
I was In my room, and lghting a clgar
I itreteched myself at full length on a
conch to walt the coming of Harry,

At preclaely 7:30 my friend walked
Into my room and told me that & cab
was walting in front of the house, In
flve minutes wa were rolling along the
slreets of Philadelphin. 7The De Mort

HE THRUBT 'rmn DAGGBIL

residence was quite a distance from
my lodging rooms, and for fully 30 min.
utes we drove around, Finally the cab
stopped, and Hary and mysélf stepped
out juat In front of the old gray stone
hrll.

The hall was In the very midst of a
large park filled with stately trees, A
pervant met ug at the door and ushared
ue into a large drawing room, A good
number of people were already nssem-
bled there. Although I recelved an In-
troduction te all of them, I do not re-
member théir names; but what's In a
name, anyhow?

The elddr De Mort was o stately-
looking man of perhaps 60, with very
black whiskers, and a cold, plerelng
eye. He Informed us that we mast ait
In & elrele apd join hands, We did so,
and there belng & large number of us,
we were strung out around the entire
room.

I was surprised when the gentleman
himsel! took & seat by my wide and
took hold of my right hand. For a
moment 1 noticed nothing unusual, but
guddenly I fell as though I had hold of
an electrie battery. The othérs mumt
have had the same sensation, too, for
thay showed It,

In the very center of the clrole was
a #olld oak table, develd of any cover.
Suddenly, & hand, a woman’'s hand,
reached up from under the table and
rapped three times. It then vanlshed,
gad we all breathlessly walted what
next might follow, We did not have
to wait long, for the table rose slowly
in the alr nad foated over our heads
toward another room, and furnituce
generally seemed to be disturbed. 1
felt a hard rap on my left ear, and
looked quickly around to sse who
might have besn so bold but no one |
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SUPKRNA' URAL TALE. '

All was very stlll for a faw moments,
but they were fow indesd, for we heard
n fearful racket, and two chalm came
@own in our very midst with & bang.
Then, upon them there seemad 1o be &
lght-blue mist, shapeloss, and searely
viulble nt first, but it redoubled Ip brils
lanoy, and finally nssumed the shapes
of two human beings; humnn in ghape
only, for they wers perfectly transpa-
rent, Thoy geemed to bé talking, and
we could aven henr n low, murmuring
sound, 1lke n whispered oonsultation,
Their volets grew  somewhat louder,
and assumed an angry tone, Finally
ona of the forms arose. [t was the
form of a man, and he grappled his
vietim, a female, by the throat, in the
meantime uttering onths, She hegged
and pleadod, but in vain, for he drew
n dnggor und thrust {t to the hilt In
her breast, and the blood followad it
out, n great torrent flowing down hor
breant, Wa all stirted and screamed,
but the figures had vanighed, and darks
news reigngd guprame,

Then, with a rush, every movable ars
ticle fn the honse was hurled through
the alr. Books and chairy flew around
our heads at a terrifle rate, and [ was
hit square on the forehend with o briss
bound volume, Hidden peals of laugh-
ter rent the alr, nnd in vain I trled to
break loose from the potent spell, but
It was useless,

Light was again restorsd, but not
qulet. The very alr seemod filled with
demons that flitted to and fro llke the
rush of angry waters, and mystery and
thrror relgned suprome,

It overcame us all, and we broke
away from the enchanted circle and
fled pell-mell over ench other In our
vain efforts to get away. The demons
fieamad v follow us with revewod vigs
Urr

1 rushed wildly into the front hall
and down the broad steps, Harry close«
Iy followed me, entreating me Lo ré=
main, but hls pleadings wore useless,
A soon s I was aut once more on the
atreat T summoned a eab and wos drive
en hack to my rooms, vowing never
agnin to partake in the supernatural,
and T huve kept my promisn.

AMERICAN LUXURY.

A Rouning Grate Fire a Dellght After
Europe's Frigld Motels,

“The thing I eapecinlly enjoyed aftor
u somewhat lengthy sojourn on the
other glde wns o genuing American
grute fire,” commented the traveler,
paye the Detrolt Fres Press, “In Lon-
don 1 felt ng if 1 was burning somes
thing very precious with the landindy
charging 6 pence a souttle for conl, I
remembar gitting aroupd o stove in an
Mnglish hotal. The weather wis cold
nnd the conl in the stove bunched to-
pother, I took @ poker and gtivred Jt
up.

CUPhat mokes it burn faister, come
mented the landlord, gravely,

CThat's Just what I want, I re-
plied.

A ped-faved, hearty Roglishmun
broke, in: 'You Amerloans are deucedly
thin-blooded, don't you know.'

“Then o Italy you shiver about all
winter and In Germany those big, high
prockory stoves never gesm (o thew
you out. 8o when I arvived In Amerl-
oa In midwinter I bad a Jolly blg fire
In the room at my hotel and I plled on
the coal, knowing that it would not
break my bank, In spite of the prices
of the coal trust, But after one had
pald 6 pence a seuttlo for n mighty 1it-
tle geultle of coal he doss not feel dise
posed’ to critielse the trust, 1 felt
ke o lovd, ‘thin<blooded American’
though I might be, and was Just In the
mootl to rewd and appereiate 'The
Raveriea of a Bachelor. Those roverles
would not seem hall' 4o pleaging when
read befora the smudge of & peat fire
0 Germuny or before the skimpy grate
fire of o few pine conon o Itnly—not
the Italy of sunshine but the Italy of
the cold, dlsagreeables, wet days,"”

A DECOY cow,

Nebmuakih Mun's Olover Deviee for Haite
Ing Geowes

John Selvers of Ames, Neb., made n
practical test of his hunting device re-
cently and It proved a success, says
the Omaha Bee. The devics {5 In the
shiape of a cow. It Is made of canvas,
with o steel frame, and can be folded
into a small space, except the head and
neck, The decoy Is operated by two
men, one standing In the forelegs and
one [n the hindlegs, each In a alightly
stooping posture. It {s paluted brown
and black, and in such shaps that when
standing up It cannot be readily diatin-
gulshed at a distance of 200 yards
from a large cow. The front man can
see what s going on through a cotple
of holes In the neck. Recently Mr.
Satvers and D, B, Curtls took the de-
coy out in the fleld and soon sighted
a flock of geess. They put on the de-
coy and were able to get within lesa
than forty yards before the gesse flew,
They flew up and slowly settled down
about 100 yards away and did not ap=
pear to be frightened. The head of the
deylee I8 hinged to the body and can
be dropped by the front man when in
shooting distance, The rear man fires
through a door near the top and center
of the back. Mr. Belver Is well pleased
with the success of his device, and has
recelved many Inguiries from hunters
In regard to it. He expacta to have sev-
eral decoys manufactured,

Chaaged the Subject.
Adolphus Softlelgh—Ah, my dear
Miss Edith, you do not dream how
many sordid men would seek to marry
such an innseent, trusting girl as you
are, just foit her money, But I hops
the man who wing you will lova you
for your own awect sake alone, Misas
EAlth—Indeed, he'll have to. It's my
cousii—whose pame I8 the same aw
mine—who la #loh, I haven’t a dol-
jar of my own. A.B.(lfhrlmlﬂ-
wnrd mae)—-mm sh‘un :




